Memorial for Miranda Ward, 21-Nov-2021

Encourage One Another: Memorial for Miranda
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

The Lord took Miranda from us and to himself. We grieve and we celebrate. Let’s make room
for both. We grieve because Miranda had to leave her children. Her children lost their mother.
Her siblings lost a sister. Others of us are sorry to lose her.

She was ready for this, and by the end she wanted to go. That is so good for us to know. But
when she was healthy she loved life. When she came to our church she was lively and loved life.
There is sad loss, and we will not pretend otherwise.

But God has given us comfort in these times, and solid promises, and so we remind ourselves of
these. Our Scripture is in 1 Thessalonians 4. This Scripture was written just for days like this. 1
Thess 4:13.

Our Scripture begins this way: Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about
those who sleep in death, so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope.
And it ends this way: So encourage one another with these words.

God teaches us about death, and he comforts us, and he gives us ways to encourage each other.
We will grieve, we know that, God knows that. We would much rather Miranda was healthy and
active among us. But she’s gone, we have lost her, and so we grieve.

But God did something through Christ, so that we his people will have hope, and not grieve like
the rest, who do not have hope. Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about
Miranda, so that you do not grieve like the rest, who have no hope, the rest who have no solid
promise from God.

For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that God will bring, with Jesus,
those who have fallen asleep in him.

We believe three things about Jesus, two have already happened, and we wait for the third. (1)
He died, (2) he rose, and (3) God will bring Jesus back, and with Jesus God will bring along
those who died in the faith.

(1) He died, (2) God raised him on the third day, that’s what we celebrate at Easter, and (3) he’s
coming back. These are the most important events in our Lord’s life.

For we believe that Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that God will bring, with Jesus,
Betty and all the others, who have fallen asleep in him.
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According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left until the
coming of the Lord, will certainly not go ahead of those who have fallen asleep.

This letter was written to an early church, and those Christians were afraid that the dead in
Christ, people like Miranda, would be left behind when the Lord returned. They knew the Lord
would return, but did not know what would happen to the people they had lost, like Miranda.

According to the Lord’s own word. Jesus himself taught this to his followers, and they passed it
on. We get in the NT Letters some teachings of Jesus that are not in the Gospels. Jesus himself
taught this to his followers, and they passed it on to Paul.

According to the Lord’s own words, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left until the
coming of the Lord, will certainly not go ahead of Miranda and others who have fallen asleep.

For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the
archangel, and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we
who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the
Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.

Let’s go over this carefully, in order. First, the Lord himself will come down. Then the dead in
Christ, Miranda and others, will rise from the dead. Then we who are alive and are left will be
caught up with them, in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air. And then, we will be with the
Lord forever.

It starts this way: The Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the
voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God.

In the ancient world, this is battle language, military language. This is what happens when one
army attacks another. Loud command, the voice of a mighty heavenly general, and the trumpet
of God blowing. This will not be a quiet, hidden coming of our Lord.

That’s how it starts. Then the dead in Christ, like Miranda, will be raised first, then we who are
still alive and left will be caught up with them, in the clouds.

Clouds: these are not rain clouds. In the Bible, clouds often show the Presence of God. When
God met Israel on Mt Sinai, Exodus says there was a thick cloud on the mountain. That’s not a
rain cloud, but rather the God cloud.

After Israel built the tabernacle, a cloud appeared over the tabernacle and stayed there. That was
a God cloud, God was in the tabernacle. In Daniel 7, the Son of Man comes with the clouds of
heaven to receive his kingdom. That’s the cloud we’re talking about the Son of Man comes with
the Presence of God.



Encourage One Another: Memorial for Miranda — 1 Thess 4:13-18

In the Gospels, when Jesus was briefly changed into his glory in front of his disciples, there was
a bright cloud, and God himself spoke to the dpls from that cloud. That was the God cloud.

In Acts 1, when Jesus was taken up from the disciples, we read that a cloud took Jesus out of
their sight. Not a rain cloud, but the God cloud. Jesus was taken up into the presence of God.

Paul means that God cloud: After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up
together with them in the God cloud, we will be caught up together into the presence of God.

We will be caught up together with them in the God cloud to meet the Lord in the air. And so we
will be with the Lord forever. To meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord
forever.

Several times the apostle Paul writes about what happens to believers after death, and always like
this: the best part is being with the Lord Jesus. Not going to heaven, not walking streets of gold,
not even seeing the loved ones he had lost. No, being with the Lord Jesus.

He does not talk about leaving the troubles of earth behind, although that’s also true. He only
talks about being with the Lord Jesus.

Where will we be? In heaven? New heaven? On the new earth? Doesn’t matter, we’ll be with the
Lord, that’s what matters. Where we will be is: with the Lord Jesus. That’s where we will be,
forever. Wherever the Lord is, together with the Lord forever.

Detour: I’'m going to take a little detour here to speak about the time between now and the return
of the Lord when our bodies are raised, when the dead in Christ rise first. What about between
now and then?

What about Miranda right now? From our side, she has fallen asleep. But that’s not the whole
story. In Php 1 Paul says he would much prefer to die, to leave his body and be present with the
Lord. In 2 Cor 5 he says the same thing: we all know that as long as we are at home in the body,
we are absent from the Lord. We would prefer, he says, to be away from the body and at home
with the Lord. Away from the body, at home with the Lord.

So Miranda’s body is here, and her soul is with the Lord, right now, and that is what we all
prefer, but we are here because the Lord has things for us to do. Revelation calls where Betty is
now “the first resurrection.”

Revelation 20 says the first resurrection is the souls, just the souls, of those who were faithful to
Christ, seated now with Christ. Miranda, right now, is enjoying the first resurrection, she is with
Christ. The first resurrection is the life of the soul, after death, with the Lord.
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When the Lord returns in power, then the dead in Christ will rise first, and she and all of us will
have our bodies changed, which Revelation calls the second resurrection, the life of our bodies
after death, with the Lord.. The Detour is over.

God says to us: | do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in death, Betty and
others, so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope.

God says: | will send the Lord Jesus down from heaven. Then dead in Christ, like Miranda, will
rise first. Then you who are alive and left will be caught up together with Miranda and the rest to
meet the Lord. God says, “And then you will all be with the Lord and with Me your Father,
forever. Make sure you encourage one another with these words. Amen.

PRAYER: Father, thank you for comfort. You reassure us. You speak about Miranda. You
encourage us, and for this we praise you. Comfort all of us who grieve. And Father, Miranda was
so ready to meet you by the end. Thank you that for her you took away the sting of death, and
that when the time was right, you brought her to yourself. Amen.

BENEDICTION: To him who is able to keep us from falling, and to present us before his
glorious presence, without fault and with great joy—to the only God our Saviour be glory,
majesty, power, and authority, through Jesus Christ our Lord, before all ages, now, and
forevermore! Amen. Go in God’s peace to love and serve the Lord.



